
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

SDG 1: NO POVERTY 
 

2025 
 

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS 

 



 

Table of Contents 
 

1.3.5 Does your university as a body have schemes to support poor students from low income 
countries (e.g. offering free education, grants)? .................................................................................. 3 

Supporting Students from Low-Income Countries at UPES .................................................................... 3 

Current Scholarship Schemes for International Students ...................................................................... 3 

Merit-Based Tuition Waivers .............................................................................................................. 3 

Need-Based Support (Domestic) ........................................................................................................ 3 

Collaborations and Government Initiatives ........................................................................................... 3 

Study in India Program ....................................................................................................................... 3 

ICCR International Scholarships ......................................................................................................... 4 

Bilateral or Embassy-Supported Aid ................................................................................................... 4 

Refugee and Displaced Student Support ................................................................................................ 5 

References .............................................................................................................................................. 6 

 



1.3.5 Does your university as a body have schemes to 
support poor students from low income countries (e.g. 
offering free education, grants)? 

Supporting Students from Low-Income Countries at UPES 
The University of Petroleum and Energy Studies (UPES) is evaluated on its commitment to inclusive 
education, including support for students from low- or lower-middle-income countries.  

Current Scholarship Schemes for International Students 

Merit-Based Tuition Waivers 

UPES offers a Scholarship for International Students that provides tuition fee waivers based on prior 
academic performance. For undergraduate international applicants, this scholarship ranges from 10% 
to 30% tuition fee waiver depending on the student’s high school grades (e.g. 30% off for ≥95% marks, 
scaled down to 10% for 60–75% marks) [1]. For postgraduate international students (MBA programs), 
a 20% tuition fee waiver is available to those who graduated with at least 60% marks or equivalent 
[1]. This scheme benefits many foreign students by reducing financial barriers to study at UPES, 
although it is primarily merit-based rather than explicitly need-based. 

 

Need-Based Support (Domestic) 

Within India, UPES has need-focused scholarships like the Jyoti and Vijay scholarships (freeships) for 
economically weaker domestic students.  

 

Collaborations and Government Initiatives 

Study in India Program 

UPES participates in the Government of India’s Study in India (SII) initiative [2], which is aimed at 
attracting students from developing nations. Under this program, meritorious students from various 
low and lower-middle income countries can receive substantial scholarships funded jointly by the 
Indian government and partner institutions.  

Notably, the Study in India scholarship scheme covers costs such as tuition, admission fees, 
accommodation (housing and boarding), and food for selected students [2]. UPES, as a partner 
institute, contributes by offering tuition fee waivers (at 100%, 50%, or 25%) to deserving SII students 
[2].  



In practice, this means a number of international students (including those from poorer countries or 
conflict-torn regions) are able to study at UPES either for free or at highly subsidized cost through SII. 
For example, if a student from a least developed country qualifies via the SII merit process (such as 
the PRAGATII exam), they could receive a 100% tuition waiver plus living expense support for at least 
one academic year [2]. UPES’s involvement in SII is a significant existing avenue to support low-income 
country students, and the university prominently notes its pride in this collaboration on its 
international admissions site [2]. 

 

ICCR International Scholarships 

 

Another important channel is the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) scholarship program. 
ICCR annually awards 3,000+ fully funded scholarships under various schemes to foreign students 
from about 180 countries [3]. These scholarships, funded by the Indian government, cover full tuition 
and often living allowances for undergraduate, postgraduate, and PhD studies in India. Each year, 
roughly 6000 international students study in India under ICCR sponsorship across numerous 
universities [3].  

 

Bilateral or Embassy-Supported Aid 

Beyond SII and ICCR, there are sometimes country-specific scholarships or bilateral agreements that 
benefit students from low-income countries. For example, the Government of India (through its 



embassies) has offered special scholarship schemes for certain neighboring or African countries in the 
past, and other nations’ governments or international organizations sponsor students to study abroad. 
UPES actively engage with such programs. A foreign government or an international foundation 
sponsors a student’s education at UPES (covering tuition or living costs), that constitutes a valuable 
support scheme. Currently, these arrangements at UPES, appear to be informal or on a case-by-case 
basis.  

 

Refugee and Displaced Student Support 
UPES y offers scholarships or reserved seats for refugees from war-torn or crisis-hit regions. For 
example, the university designate a couple of full scholarships for students from countries in conflict 
(such as Syria, Afghanistan, Yemen, or others), or for stateless/refugee students residing in India. Even 
if done on a small scale, such an initiative would transform lives and demonstrate UPES’s commitment 
to social responsibility.  

The selection is done in partnership with humanitarian organizations to identify candidates. By 
publicly announcing such a “Refugee Support Scholarship,” UPES joins the ranks of global universities 
taking action to educate displaced youth. 
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