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5.6.4 Does your university as a body have accessible
childcare facilities for students which allow recent
mothers to attend university courses?

UPES provides an on-campus, free, and student-focused
nursery that enables recent mothers (and other
student-parents) to attend classes.

UPES operates the Bright Futures Nursery, a free, on-campus childcare facility for students with
young children. The nursery is centrally located near teaching spaces and runs during university hours
with extended exam-period hours, offering flexible drop-off/pick-up.

It is staffed by certified early-years professionals with low child-to-staff ratios, and provides safe
indoor/outdoor environments with age-appropriate learning materials. Breastfeeding and quiet
rooms and diaper-changing facilities are available. By eliminating fees and proximity barriers, the
nursery enables recent mothers to attend classes and assessments, reducing dropout risk and
advancing UPES’s gender-equality goals.

Bright Futures Nursery — at a glance (student childcare)

e Facility name: Bright Futures Nursery (UPES) — a student-facing, on-campus childcare centre
[1].

e Purpose: Designed to enable recent mothers and other student-parents to pursue their
studies without childcare becoming a barrier [1].

e Cost to UPES students: Free of charge (no fees), removing financial hurdles for young parents
[1].

e location: Centrally located on the UPES campus, close to academic buildings for convenient
drop-off/pick-up between classes [1].

e Operating hours: Open during university hours with extended hours during exam periods;
flexible drop-off/pick-up accommodates timetables, labs, and assessments [1].

e Staffing & care quality: Run by certified childcare professionals/early-years educators with a
low child-to-staff ratio for individual attention and safety [1].

e Environment & learning: Safe, age-appropriate indoor/outdoor play spaces, toys and learning
materials; incorporates foundational early-learning activities to support children’s
development [1].

e Parent-friendly amenities: Dedicated breastfeeding and quiet rooms for nursing/expressing
and bonding; diaper-changing stations and child-friendly facilities [1].

e Equity & inclusion impact: Reduces drop-out risk among student-parents, aligns with UPES’s
gender-equality commitments, and builds a supportive community of student-parents on
campus [1].

e UPES lists “Accessible childcare facilities for students” under SDG 5 on its official site, with a
dedicated evidence document for 5.6.4 (the Bright Futures Nursery profile above) [2].



How Bright Futures Nursery enables attendance

Barrier removed

How the nursery addresses it

Effect on student-mothers’ participation

Cost of childcare

Free for UPES students

Makes continuation feasible for low- and
middle-income student-parents. [1]

Distance/time
conflicts

Centrally on campus; quick
handovers between lectures

Minimizes commuting friction; supports
punctual class attendance. [1]

Scheduling clashes
(labs/exams)

Extended exam-period hours;
flexible drop-off/pick-up

Protects assessment participation and lab
attendance. [1]

Health & lactation
needs

Breastfeeding/quiet rooms

Supports postpartum health; reduces time
away from classes. [1]

Quality/safety
concerns

Qualified early-years staff; low
ratios; safe indoor/outdoor
areas

Provides reassurance to parents; enables
sustained attendance. [1]

Child development

Early-learning activities
embedded

Supports children’s development while a
parent studies. [1]
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